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dispatched him once more to Calcutta, with orders that he
was to be appointed Surveyor of Works. He seems by this
time to have learnt the wisdom of keeping on good terms
with his superiors, and for the rest of his life his relations
with them left nothing to be desired. In October 1761 orders
arrived from London for his transfer to the Bombay- establish-
ment and he handed in his resignation of his Calcutta post
accordingly. He was, however, engaged in some surveys at
Chittagong1, and the Bengal Council attached so much im-
portance to his services there that they detained him until
they could secure from the Directors the reversal of the order
for his transfer. No objection was raised in London, and
Plaisted remained in Bengal as Surveyor and Assistant
Engineer, with in addition the rank and emoluments of a
factor. The Directors had stipulated that he was not to rise
any higher in the covenanted service; and although this was
ignored by the Bengal Government in May 1765, when they
gave him the emoluments (and for a time the rank) of a
member of Council, his promotion had to be cancelled under
instructions from London. All this time Plaisted was en-
gaged in survey work at Chittagong; but a little later (August
1765) he was recalled to undertake similar work in Burdwan.
He was now in high favour with the Council, who in the
following March wrote home, recommending him to the
favourable notice of the Directors. The end, however, was
near. In July 1767 he was ordered to Lakhipur on a survey.
Whilst there he seems to have been taken ill, for he returned
to Calcutta on i October and died on the 27th of that month.
One small incident of his later years is preserved in a paper
on 'The Ancient Geography of India' contributed by
Lieut.-Col. Wilford to vol. xiv (1822) of Asiatic Researches.
This says (p. 446): 'Mr B. Plaisted, whilst surveying some
parts of the Sunderbunds, was carried away by an alligator,
1 One outcome of his employment in this service was the 'Sailing
Directions for the Coast of Chittagong/ written by Plaisted in 1761 and
published as an appendix to Captain John Ritchie's Directions for Sailing
in the Northern Part of the Bay of Bengal (1785). A letter from him, dated
at Chittagong i May 1762, giving an account of an earthquake there, has
been printed in Bengal Past and Present (vol. xvn, p. 162).